
Fellowship Baptist, February 15, 2015; A.M 

Message: “Comprehending the Love of God”-- Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
INTRODUCTION: I call your attention to Eph. 3:17-19, where Paul mentions the love of God.  In 
v. 17, he refers to being grounded in God’s love; in v. 18 he refers to understanding God’s love; 
and in v. 20 he refers to knowing God’s love.  God’s love is so great that we can never fully 
understand it.  Let us look into God’s love and see if we cannot get a better understanding and 
a deeper appreciation of it.  These verses are in the midst of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians.  
The thing that prompted the prayer was the grace of God as shown in the Gospel. 
 A.  We have been chosen in love—1:4 
 B.  God’s love is great and demonstrated by salvation.—2:4-5 
 C.  God’s eternal purpose led Paul to refer to God’s love.—3:10-11 (17-19) 
 D.  God’s love should cause us to grow in Him.—4:14-15 
 E.  We are to walk in God’s love.—5:2 
 F.  Ephesians ends with a benediction of love.—6:23. 
I.  Rooted and grounded in God’s love.—v. 17 
 A.  The metaphors used: 
  1. “Rooted”—a tree’s roots give stability and nourishment.  

2.  “Grounded” an construction term, established upon a solid foundation. 
 B.  The more we understand God’s grace the more grounded we are in God’s love. 

C.  The more we understand God’s purpose in sending Christ the more grounded we are  
      in His love.—3:11-12. 

II.  Comprehending God’s love.—v. 18. 
 A.  “Comprehending”—understanding, grasp, apprehend. 
 B.  The dimensions given are designed to emphasize the greatness of God’s love. 
  1.  “Breadth”—It is wide enough to include everyone.   
  2.  “Length”— God’s love will go to all extremes to reach you.   

 3.  “Depth”—no matter how deep you sink into sin, God’s love is there.  
4.  “Height”—God’s love reaches from heaven to earth and from earth to  
       heaven. 

 C.  “Comprehend”—grab hold of God’s love  He loves you no matter what.—Rom. 8:35ff 
III.  To know the love of Christ.—v. 19 
 A.  “To know”—comprehend is to grasp and understanding of God’s love but to know is  
         to experience it. 
  1.  Verse 18 has to do with the doctrine, the mind. 
  2.  Verse 19 has to do with experience, practical knowledge. 
 B.  To know or experience the love of God in everyday life. 
  1. Nothing can separate us from God’s love. 
  2.  Experiencing hope because of God’s love.—Rom. 5:5 
  3.  Living for God because of love.—Eph. 5:1-21 
  4.  Experiencing love in the home.--Eph. 5:22-33 
  5.  Showing love for others.—I John 4:16-21 
CONCLUSION:  The more we understand God’s love for us the more we will love God.  The more 
we love God the more we will love one another. 


